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summer months in the lower reaches of the Rogue are highly detrimental

‘to sustenance of aradromous runs. Increased flows also would benefit

operation of drift boats. That impact is significant since the Rogue

'provides one of the principal drift-boat fisheries in the State of (Qregon,

It is estlmated that the stretch of river from the dam upstream pro-
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fv1des spawning area for 13 020 sprlng chinook and 500 summer steelhead
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Production at Cole M, Rivers Habchery will be suffielent to cover those

losses. Annual production will be about 425,000 pounds which is equiva-

lent to about 3,500,000 fingerlings. The 1ll-mile length of free-flowing

stream to be inundated, considered to be of excellent quality for spawn-

“ing, also will be lost as natural habitat for resident rainbow and cut-

.. throat trout. Stream fishing for the resident and anadromous species along

the inundated stream will be lost and replaced by a reservoir fishery

and an improved?downstream fishery. While the total harvest of the

resources 135 expected, by the fishery agencies, to inecrease, the type
of the fishing experience in the ll-mile reach will change to a lake-type
fishery. The natural run of anadromous fish which utilizes the river

above the dam will be blocked.

Lost Creek Lake will be stocked with rainbow trout and Kokanee salmon

“produced at the Cole M. Rivers Hatchery. The resident fishery supported

“.by that program is expected to prov1de 120 OOO angler days of use during .

'~i§§7¥§}st year, 1ncrea81ng in a stralght llne to 300,000 angler- days in

550 years where 1t 15 ex pected to remain for the final 50 years of the

project economic llfe and 1ndef1n1tely thereafter.

The 3,438 acres to be inundated is used as winter range by big game
especially black tailed deer. The deer that use this area during the
winter time will be lost because the surrounding habitat is already being
used to capacity. Similarly populatioﬁs of small furbearers, reptiles and

birds will be reduced. The lentic type habitat created by the lake will

favor some species. It is likely that some populations of birds, amphi-

bians and insects will benefit. Changes in animal densities and popula-

tion.structure can also be expected in surrounding areas that are
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